
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Circular Memorandum #435       louisvillecwrt.yolasite.com                  January, 2012 
Announcing Our 471st Meeting 

 

“Saxton’s Cornet Band” 
 

Presents a Night of Civil War Music 
 

DATE:  Saturday, January 21                      Location: Big Spring Country Club 

 

COCKTAILS: 6:00 P.M.      DINNER ($25.00): 7:00 P.M.       PROGRAM: 8:00 P.M. 
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          The LCWRT and Saxton’s Cornet Band Present a Night of Civil War Music!! 
 

We are thrilled to have Nicky Hughes and the renowned Saxton‘s Cornet Band present one of our most 

interesting and unique programs we have ever had in our history.  What a fitting ending to our yearlong 

celebration of our 50th Anniversary year!   The presentation will be a narrated concert that will introduce 

listeners to the music performed by brass bands - military and civilian - a bit before and during the Civil 

War.  Several of the old familiar tunes associated with the war will be performed, of course, but expect to 

be very surprised by the variety of music played by bands at that time.  The band will play patriotic tunes, 

sentimental ballads, operatic pieces, quickstep marches, virtuosic solos, and more - all arranged for a 

Saxhorn band and copied out of period band books actually used during the Civil War era.  Nicky will explain 

what a Saxhorn is, and this will be an introduction to the instruments most commonly used by Civil War 

bands - North and South.  Listeners will learn about the roles of musicians in the Union and Confederate 

armies.  The band will try to give the concert a bit of a Kentucky flavor and maybe even throw in a Louisville-

related tune or two.  Nicky will tell a little about the history of the original Saxton's Cornet Band, which was 

formed in Lexington just before the Civil War and continued to perform in various guises well into the 20th 

century.  There will even be a few jokes that date from the 1860s.  Saxton's Cornet Band and the 

Louisville Civil War Round Table - got to be a grand evening!  We have never had a meeting like this 

before and may never again, so you don't want to miss it. 

 

  * * * * * * * * * *     * * * * * * * * * * 

Saxton’s Cornet Band 
 

Saxton‘s Cornet Band recreates the sounds, appearance, and conduct of brass bands during the antebellum 

and Civil War eras.  Their programs are full of energy and are very entertaining both musically and visually.  

The performance is a complete historically accurate concert experience from the mid-nineteenth century, 

complete with dramatic readings and period humor in addition to the excellent music. 

 

The modern day Saxton‘s Cornet Band is named for one of the most popular and long-lived ensembles that 

performed in Kentucky for over sixty years from before the Civil War period into the early twentieth 

century.  The original band‘s founder was Henry Saxton of Lexington, Kentucky who organized the band and 

kept it performing in Lexington playing concerts, dances, parades and funerals.  

 

Reorganized in 1989, the Saxton‘s Cornet Band of today strives to maintain the spirit and high standards set 

by the original ensemble.  Saxton‘s Cornet Band is a Kentucky and National treasure.  They have performed 

for the inauguration of President George W. Bush and for the National Park Service at sites around the 

country including Gettysburg National Military Park.  They have performed in concert halls and at 

universities across America and have played alongside orchestras including the Lexington Philharmonic and 

the Cleveland Pops.  Saxton‘s performs regularly at the Great American Brass Band Festival in Danville, KY 

and is visiting artist at the Conner Prairie Museum and at the Ohio Historical Society.  Saxton‘s has been 

featured on the silver screen as well, in the Turner films ―Gettysburg‖ and ―The Day Lincoln Was Shot.‖  

Saxton‘s Cornet Band has also toured internationally with concerts throughout Taiwan including a 

performance at The National Concert Hall in Taipei. 

 

* * * * * * * * * *       * * * * * * * * * * *   
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RESERVATIONS: Call Doug Krawczyk (502-425-0325) to place your reservations. If you are making 

reservations for more than just yourself, please give the names of the others.  If you leave your reservation 

on his answering machine, please spell out your name so he can correctly identify you. You can also make your 

reservation by e-mail by sending it to bryanw@macconstruction.com.  Please call or email no later than 

Wednesday, January 18, by noon. We cannot accept reservations past this date!  If you wish to join us just 

for the program, please call and make a reservation so that we can provide you with a chair.  If you are only 

coming for the program, you can call Doug anytime up to 4:00 p.m. the day of the meeting.  

Reminder for Table Reservations: We can reserve tables for parties of eight only, and we need you to 

provide us with the names of all the people in your party when you make the reservation. This will enable us to 

manage our meeting space in a more efficient manner.  Thank you.  

 

* * * * * * * * * *       * * * * * * * * * * *   
 

 Shiloh Field Trip Dates Changed to March 27 - March 31, 2012 
 

The dates for the Shiloh Field Trip have been changed to March 27 – 31,Tuesday - Saturday.    Our tour 

guide will be Tim Smith, former historian at Shiloh Military Park.  The cost of the trip is estimated at $325 

excluding your room and food.  You can sign up at the meeting and make your non-refundable $200 deposit to 

reserve your place. The deposit should be made no later than the February meeting and the final payment is 

due by the March meeting.  You can also mail your deposit to Harriette Weatherbee. 1028 Sarah Drive, 

Louisville, Ky. 40219.  

 

* * * * * * * * * *       * * * * * * * * * * *   

SESQUICENTENNIAL’S FIRST YEAR BRINGS CIVIL WAR TRUST SUCCESS ON MANY FRONTS  

From Jim Campi of the Civil War Trust… 

The first year of the American Civil War‘s sesquicentennial commemoration was an exceptional one for the 

Civil War Trust, the nation‘s largest nonprofit battlefield preservation organization, which was able to save 
2,042 acres of hallowed ground before ringing in 2012. 

In 2011, often working with regional partner groups and utilizing a variety of matching grant programs, the 

organization closed 39 separate transactions at 25 individual battlefields in 12 states.  The battlefields 

where land was preserved in 2011 are: Day‘s Gap, Ala.; Natural Bridge, Fla.; Resaca, Ga.; Perryville, Ky.; Fort 

DeRussy, La.; Wood Lake, Minn.; Bentonville, N.C.; Cabin Creek, Okla.; Gettysburg, Pa.; Fort Donelson, Fort 

Sanders/Knoxville, Franklin, Parker‘s Cross Roads and Shiloh, Tenn.; Chancellorsville, Cold Harbor, Gaines‘ 

Mill, Glendale, Manassas, Petersburg, Thoroughfare Gap, Tom‘s Brook, Trevilian Station and the Wilderness, 

Va.; and Shepherdstown, W.Va.  These successful ventures have helped the organization reach an all-time 
tally of more than 32,000 acres of hallowed ground saved forever.   

Early in the year, the Trust unveiled a new logo intended to better capture the dynamism and spirit of the 

sesquicentennial era, and in the spring published its second book, The Civil War 150: An Essential To-Do 

List for the 150th Anniversary, designed to promote a variety of means to experience history.  During a 

June 30, news conference in Gettysburg, the organization announced an ambitious preservation initiative 

for the sesquicentennial period.  Entitled Campaign 150, the effort will seek to raise $40 million during the 

course of the commemoration, enabling the Trust to save 20,000 acres. Also during the summer, the 
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organization introduced a text-to-give option that allows for small donations to be made anywhere you have 

cell phone service — including the floor of a concert starring country music legend Trace Adkins, who 
joined the group‘s board of trustees. 

The year also saw major victories for the battlefield preservation movement, as two high-profile threats to 

major battlefields were resolved.  On January 26, Walmart announced that it would cease to pursue 

construction of a supercenter on a portion of Virginia‘s Wilderness battlefield, instead preserving the site 

because it was ―the right thing to do.‖ The Civil War Trust and its partners in the Wilderness Battlefield 

Coalition had long advocated that a mutually agreeable site could be found, with local residents and the 

Friends of Wilderness Battlefield organization bringing the issue to court.  Then, on April 14, the 

Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board denied an application to open a casino within a hotel on the fringes of 

Gettysburg National Military Park — the second time that such an attempt has failed, in no small part due 
to the efforts of the preservation community. 

The Civil War Trust is the largest nonprofit battlefield preservation organization in the United States.  Its 

mission is to preserve our nation‘s endangered Civil War battlefields and to promote appreciation of these 

hallowed grounds.  To date, the Trust has preserved more than 32,000 acres of battlefield land in 20 
states.  Learn more at www.civilwar.org, the home of the Civil War sesquicentennial. 

 

* * * * * * * * * *       * * * * * * * * * * * 

   Original Sheet Music Still Available 
 

There will be original Civil War Sheet Music available at the January meeting. These are not reproductions 

but actual original documents.  All Stephen Foster Music will be priced at $25, color documents $15, and all 

others $10.   This will be the last time members can purchase these documents.  The sheet music will be 

offered to members for only a limited time.   

 

* * * * * * * * * *       * * * * * * * * * * * 

    Visit Us on Facebook! 
 

The Louisville Civil War Roundtable now has a Facebook page. So, please check it out!  It can be accessed at 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisville-Civil-War-Round-Table/337508532941975 or by browsing for 

"Facebook Louisville Civil war Round Table." Items and news of interest to members and other interested 

parties will be posted periodically, including meeting dates and speakers.  Members can post messages on the 

page. Please visit the page. 

* * * * * * * * * *       * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

         2012 Dates 
 

Saturday  January 21  Saxton‘s Cornet Band ―A Night of Civil War Music‖ 

 

Saturday February 11   Michael Bradley ―TBA‖ 

 

Saturday March 10   Richard McMurry ―Jefferson Davis and Confederate Strategy‖  

 

http://members.civilwar.org/site/R?i=JKYFYiYaI27rviQCVi-NPw
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisville-Civil-War-Round-Table/337508532941975
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Saturday April 14   Ari Hoogenboom ―Gustavas Fox of the Union Navy‖ 

 

Saturday May 12    Brian McKnight   ―Contested Borderland‖  

 

 Friday  September 7   Chris Kolakowski ―Antietam at 150‖  

 

Saturday October 12   Tim Smith   ―TBA‖  

 

* * * * * * * * * *     * * * * * * * * * *  
 

    Bourbon and BBQ Fundraiser in June 
  

The Round Table will be sponsoring a special Fundraiser on June 9th at Art Boerner‘s house 4:00 – 8:00.  The 

event will feature a special bourbon tasting presentation by Bourbon expert Mike Veach of the Filson Club 

who will talk about the role of bourbon in the Civil War.  The event will also feature BBQ slow cooked and 

smoked by gourmet BBQ chefs Marc Oca and Art Boerner.   That‘s correct, Art and Marc will slow-cook 

some of the very best BBQ ribs, brisket, and pulled pork that you have ever tasted!  And it will come with all 

the fixins, sauces, sides, and desserts that you can possibly eat in four hours. This event is to raise money 

for the Round Table speaker‘s expenses and will help us keep the high quality programming that you enjoy.  

The event will cost $35 per person and include food, bourbon, other drinks, and everything else and its for a 

good cause.  You will also get to enjoy the beautiful view from Art‘s patio which is just above the Ohio River.  

A sign-up sheet will be available at the meeting.      

 

* * * * * * * * * *     * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Getting the Newsletter via Email is Fast and Saves $$$ 
  

With the cost of postage going up (as always), we want to encourage everyone to consider getting the 

newsletter by email.  It costs the Round Table about $10.00 per year in postage, envelopes, and printing 

costs to mail each newsletter. If you multiply that times 150 you can see it adds up to a large amount. In 

order to receive the newsletter by email, you do need the capability to read a ‗Word Document‘ on your 

computer.  Just contact Harriette Weatherbee at harriettew@att.net and let her know.  You will get your 

newsletter faster and help us save $$$ at the same time. 

 

* * * * * * * * * *     * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 Winners of the December Door Prizes 
 

Congratulations to our door prize winners at the December meeting.   

 

Lamson of the Gettysburg  by James McPherson        won by Cindy Wathen  

3rd Day at Gettysburg   Ed. by Gary Gallager     won by Gary Hopkins 

Battle Cry of Freedom   by James McPherson          won by Dan Shomer 

Sea Wolf of the Confederacy  by David Shaw        won by Joe James 
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  January 2012 Quiz  
 

1.  What 1862 battle had these landmarks:  Little Sugar Creek, Leetown, Wire Road and Elkhorn 

Tavern? 

 

2.  Who were the Wide Awakes? 

 

3.  Who said, "They attacked Sumter--it fell, and thus, did more service than it otherwise could"? 

 

4.  Who was Francis Preston Blair, Jr. and what was his position on slavery? 

 

5.  What West Pointer in the class of 1843 was a better than average artist? 

 

     December 2011 Quiz Answers: 
 

1. Early in December 1861, the U.S. gunboat Penguin captured the Confederate blockade-runner Albion off 

the Charleston, S.C. coast and discovered a rich military cargo worth now much? 

 

$100,000 of arms, ammunition, salt, fruit, provisions, oils, tin, copper, saddles, bridles and cavalry 

equipment.  
 

2.  In the last month of 1861, what did the U.S. Congress set up? 

 

     The Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War 
 

3.  Why did the first year of the war end on a dismal note for Charleston, SC? 

 

 A disastrous fire, unrelated to the war, swept through the business district and burned half of 

Charleston.    

 

4.  What happened in Washington, D.C. on December 11, 1861, that was so unusual? 
 

President Lincoln attended a memorial service for Senator Edward Baker of Oregon, who was 

killed at the Battle of Ball's Bluff, in the Senate chamber.  Presidents at this time did not 

enter either chamber.  

 

5.  How many states were in the Union in 1860? 
  

     33 

(The Quiz is prepared by Harriette Weatherbee) 

 

 Attest:     By Order of: 

   John Davis     Chris Kolakowski 

   Adjutant     President 


